RATIFIED – APRIL 14, 2020
ADOPTED – APRIL 7, 2020
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE NEW POSITION – COURT GUARDIAN CASE MANAGER – PROBATE COURT

RESOLUTION #20 – 166

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the Governor of the State of Michigan, Gretchen Whitmer, declared a State of Emergency in Executive Order 2020-4 as a result of positive cases of the Novel Coronavirus “COVID 19”; and

WHEREAS, the legal counsel from local hospital(s) informed the Court an emergency is quickly approaching Ingham County as there will be a wave of emergent requests for guardians that will not be filled by public guardians due to capacity and urgency constraints; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 700.5312 the Probate Court may serve as temporary guardian; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court will need a case manager to assist in monitoring the needs of the temporary court wards until another appropriate guardian is appointed, if any; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court Office staff currently has a Deputy Probate Register III (UAW/E) who previously served as a public guardian prior to employment with Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, to reduce financial burden, the Probate Court would look to temporarily assign the current Deputy Probate Register III (UAW/E) to this position (MC 06) until the emergent need is over and appropriate guardian appointments are transferred or terminated by the Court; and

WHEREAS, the financial increase for six months would be $4,937 as the employee’s current wage would go from UAW E position step 1 at an annual salary of $35,919.45 temporarily to a MC 6 position as at step 1 $45,793.70; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court has demonstrated an immediate need for this position in order to meet its statutorily required duties, assist local hospitals in urgent decisions and most importantly serve the people of Ingham County in a time of great need during this State of Emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the Probate Court wishes to request this position be immediately approved for six months, at a cost of up to $4,937, with funding to come from the 2020 contingency account.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves creating a new position – Court Guardian Case Manager – Probate Court (MC 06), to be authorized for up to six months, to be filled with a current employee, whose existing position of Probate Register III will be held vacant during that time. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this change shall be effective the first pay period after the adoption of this Resolution, to be funded from the 2020 contingency account.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments and changes to the position allocation list consistent with this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that after six months or sooner, the employee will be returned to the Probate Register III position and the Court Guardian Case Manager – Probate Court manager position will be eliminated, unless otherwise authorized by the Board of Commissioners. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is approved in accordance with Resolution 20-110 delegating authority to the Board Chairperson to approve emergency resolutions pursuant to the provisions of MCL 30.401 et seq or MCL 10.31 et seq if a state of disaster or state of emergency has been declared by the governor, then, during such time of emergency, to approve emergency resolutions, subject to subsequent ratification by the Board of Commissioners at a later date. 

